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influence of the subordinate native officers would
be rather increased than diminished by the change ;
that if the European officers were able to get
through their business without using the ver-
nacular language, they would naturally neglect
the study of it; and that, although the plan pro-
posed would give an artificial stimulus to the
study of English, it would condemn the vernacular
languages, the increased cultivation of which
was of still more importance, to continued ex-
clusion and contempt. To these another argu-
ment has been added by the course of events;
which is, that as by the late changes in the judi-
cial system every civil case may be decided in the
first instance by a native judge, the general intro-
duction of English as the official language would
be nearly impracticable.

Every body is now agreed in giving the pre-
ference to the vernacular language. It is a great
point gained for the efficiency and popularity, and
consequently for the permanence of our rule, that
the European officers have now been placed In
such a position that they must make themselves
thoroughly acquainted with the language which
the people themselves speak.* All other media have

* The degree to which the European officers in Bengal are
ignorant of the   popular language  would hardly  be   credited.